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Why investing in a fleet management solution pays off – the five most important reasons
Precise data on the location of vehicles and drivers’ driving times is extremely important for the cost-effectiveness of trucking companies. Small and medium-sized companies also perform better with fleet management solutions. Five reasons for using modern telematics.

“It doesn’t always have to be a large and costly solution,” says Dr. Lutz Scholten, Head of Tachographs, Telematics and Services at Continental. “There are attractive entry-level solutions for small and medium-sized fleets. All the information required by fleet managers and dispatchers must be available quickly and in the appropriate form. This helps them to manage their fleets and logistics processes more efficiently and to save costs.” Solutions like TIS-Web Motion from VDO do more than simply store the legally required vehicle and driver data, they also provide tracking, tracing and tire status data.

Tachographs have been built at the Villingen site of the automotive supplier Continental for almost 100 years and the technology company has been offering the TIS-Web solution for fleet management under the VDO brand since 1996 – so it’s no wonder that with all this vast experience behind him, Dr. Lutz Scholten can name the five most important reasons for investing in a fleet management system. “We know exactly what is important for fleet managers, both operationally and economically – and we know all the technical parameters too.”

Reason 1: Costs under control – less fuel consumption, less downtime
Fleets become more efficient when they measure fuel consumption. The fuel consumption of a vehicle can be directly recorded by the digital tachograph, either via a vehicle CAN bus or with an additional control device such as the DTCO Fuelgate. Drivers can print out a report and fleet managers can conveniently evaluate the data onscreen, so they can see when and where fuel consumption is unusually high and pinpoint potential savings – and users also confirm that their fuel consumption has been sustainably reduced. Tire pressure monitoring systems also increase safety, because when a tire unexpectedly loses pressure, they warn drivers in good time.
Online solutions like TIS-Web Motion work with the latest browsers. Users are billed monthly, based on the number of vehicles. There is no minimum contract period. “Fleet management systems pay off quickly in practice,” says Dr. Lutz Scholten of Continental. “After just a few weeks of using the systems, trucking companies that had already considerably improved their logistics processes didn’t want to do without the technology!”

Reason 2: Legally safe – driving times and rest periods are automatically recorded
Entering and archiving driving times and rest periods is compulsory. Trucking companies want to do everything legally in this case, but they also want to minimize the time involved. With the latest generation of tachographs, the fleet manager can choose whether the Break, Driving Time or Availability mode is automatically activated when the engine is switched off. With the mode set to Break, the driver doesn’t need to do anything at all, so he won’t forget to stop his driving time when he switches off his engine in a parking area. Two minutes before the end of his 45-minute break, the ‘Wake-Up’ function notifies the driver that he will be able to continue shortly.

Reason 3: Better planning – optimal use of drivers also results in the best possible use of vehicles
The greater transparency created by fleet management software makes it easier to fully exploit drivers’ working hours within the framework of the law. If a load arrives at short notice and must be delivered on the same day, for example, the dispatcher can see at a glance whether one of the drivers in the area can still pick it up during his driving or rest periods. If the trucking company also has Guided Navigation to assist with route calculation, the dispatcher can then have the system calculate which driver is best placed to pick up the load, optimally integrating drivers and vehicles into the company’s day-to-day transport operations – and that’s a real advantage in today’s highly competitive business. 

Reason 4: Satisfied employees – communication with the office is much easier
Fleet management solutions also create greater simplicity and satisfaction for the driver. Thanks to an app (such as the TIS-Web Fleet app from VDO), the driver always remains in close contact with the office, e.g. sending and receiving text messages. The app also sends the tachograph data and data entered manually by the driver from the driver’s smartphone to the dispatcher via the mobile network.

Reason 5: More transparency – the dispatcher always knows all the current information on the vehicles and trailers
Even entry-level solutions transmit the routes, locations and other data of the vehicles and drivers to the dispatcher’s dashboard in real time. The dispatcher can therefore react in real time and decide whether additional loads can be picked up at short notice and how the route must be changed as a result. The evaluation of the data also promotes economical and efficient driving.
With more comprehensive fleet management solutions such as the VDO FleetVisor, additional information can be obtained via hardware components that are permanently installed in the vehicle or trailer. This enables the fleet operator to see where his trailers are currently located and to which vehicle a unit is coupled, ensuring additional transparency.

You’ll find more information on fleet management at www.fleet.vdo.de
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Saving of data in compliance with statutory requirements: Entry and archiving of driving and rest periods is mandatory. A data management program takes care of this automatically.
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Better coordination of cargos and driving times: The dispatcher instantly sees whether a driver can make an extra trip without exceeding the limits on driving and rest times.
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Easy contact with the office: Fleet management solutions are also popular among drivers because they simplify communication.
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Everything at a glance: Even entry-level solutions transmit information on routes, locations, vehicles and drivers to the dispatcher’s dashboard in real time.
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Continental entwickelt wegweisende Technologien und Dienste für die nachhaltige und vernetzte Mobilität der Menschen und ihrer Güter. Das 1871 gegründete Technologieunternehmen bietet sichere, effiziente, intelligente und erschwingliche Lösungen für Fahrzeuge, Maschinen, Verkehr und Transport. Continental erzielte 2016 einen Umsatz von 40,5 Milliarden Euro und beschäftigt aktuell mehr als 233.000 Mitarbeiter in 56 Ländern.
In der Division Interior dreht sich alles um das Informationsmanagement im Fahrzeug und darüber hinaus. Zum Produktspektrum für verschiedene Fahrzeugkategorien gehören Instrumente, Multifunktionsanzeigen und Head-up-Displays, Kontroll- und Steuergeräte, Zugangskontroll- und Reifeninformationssysteme, Radios, Infotainment- und Bediensysteme, Klimabediengeräte, Software, Cockpits sowie Lösungen und Dienste für Telematik und Intelligente Transport Systeme. Interior beschäftigt weltweit über 43.000 Mitarbeiter und erzielte 2016 einen Umsatz von 8,3 Milliarden Euro.
Als Bestandteil der Division Interior sind die Nutzfahrzeug- und Handelsaktivitäten der Continental in der Business Unit Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket zusammengefasst. Ein globales Netz an Vertriebs- und Servicegesellschaften sorgt für die Nähe zum Kunden vor Ort. Mit den Produktmarken Continental, VDO, ATE, Galfer und Barum bietet der Geschäftsbereich elektronische Produkte, Systeme und Dienstleistungen für Nutz- und Spezialfahrzeuge, ein umfangreiches Produktspektrum für Fachwerkstätten sowie Ersatz- und Verschleißteile für den freien Kfz-Teilehandel, markenunabhängige Werkstätten und die Versorgung nach Serienauslauf beim Automobilhersteller.
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